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EDITORIAL
As some of you already know, I will be leaving the
Port of Brussels at the end of September, and
thereby the position of CCP21 coordinator. And I
can now confirm that a new coordinator has been
hired! Julien Becloud starts at the Port of Brussels
today and will be working full time on CCP21, in
order to ensure the sound finalisation of the
project. As Lead Partner of the project, the Port of
Brussels believes that his experiences and
personal skills will enable him/her to finalize the
project
ect in due time and make sure that all
objectives of the project are reached.

start of the sewerage works
roundabouts, new link road and new bridge.
The works on the actual logistic part of the
platform are the second phase of the
development as the Port of Liège had agreed with
wi
neighbouring inhabitants that the green zone
around the platform, the so-called
so
“Welcome
zone”, would be developed first, with a view to
reduce nuisances. Liege Trilogiport multimodal
platform (120 ha) will be operational in the
second half of 2015.

On a more personal note, I would like to seize this
opportunity to say how grateful I am to have had
the opportunity to work for CCP21. 7 Partners, 5
countries, 3 languages, but 1 common goal: to
promote the harmonious development of inland
ports in order to come to a more sustainable
supply chain for our cities. It was very rewarding
to work with all of you and I wish you the best for
the 15 months left before the end of the project.
pro
And beyond!
Xavier Thirionet

FIRST SHOVELS OF DIRT ON TRILOGIPORT
The development of the Trilogiport multimodal
platform, one of the 32 port areas managed by
the Liege Port Authority and located along the
Albert Canal, started on 28 June 2013. All
necessary preliminary studies were completed by
the end of the summer.
he following operations will take place in the
The
upcoming months:
groundworks
works for the preparation
prepar
of the
container terminal
development of the natterjack toads area, with
a view to preserve the natural habitat of this
species of frogs

The already developed green welcome zone of Trilogiport in the back
and the vast logistic platform where the works recently started

SUSTAINABLE WASTE
For inland waterway transport to be costcost
effective, experts usually agree that several
criteria have to be met. You need a long distance,
in order to be competitive with road transport,
you need large quantities, and you need high
hi
added value goods, for the additional cost of
transhipment to be covered by the total cost of
the goods. This is the usual preconceptions about
inland waterway transport. And the Port of
Utrecht intends to prove them all wrong.

Indeed, on a distance of 45 km only, very low
added-value goods, i.e. waste, will be shipped
from Utrecht to Amsterdam, in order to be
incinerated. The Port of Utrecht will make use of
small push barges (500 t) that will remain ashore
for 2 days before travelling to Amsterdam. Based
on the first calculations, this fairly simple process,
the cost-effectiveness of which contradicts all
three basic principles of IWT, will save about
100.000 litres of petrol yearly and more than
300.000 km of road transport.
The process can be cost-effective because both
the loading point and the destination are located
along the waterway and will soon have their own
transhipment platform and because of the use of
push barges, which allows to temporarily store the
waste directly in the barge, thereby avoiding a
double transhipment from truck to the quay and
then into the barge. Within CCP21, the Port of
Utrecht will develop the storage area, which will
be covered with a view to store the perishable
household waste.

count on Marc Duchateau, the former financial
director who is now deputy director of the Port of
Lille. We wish the new team a lot of success in all
their projects, among which the development of
their Multimodal City Distribution Center.
INNOVATIVE SOLUTION TO
COMPETITIVENESS OF IWT

INCREASE

THE

All inland ports struggle with the demonstration of
the competitiveness of IWT with road transport,
which in most cases is far from obvious… Soon, an
innovative and well thought-of unloading vessel
could help them make their case.

FROM ONE INLAND PORT TO ANOTHER
Alain Lefebvre, the new Director of the Port of
Lille, officially started in his new position on 19
August. Many of us know him already as he is the
former director of PACO (Port Autonome du
Centre et de l’Ouest), the second largest inland
port in Wallonia, which covers the central and
western parts of central Wallonia, in Belgium.

Alain Lefebvre (left) and Marc Duchateau

Before that, this commercial engineer, who holds
a master in transport management, has been in
charge of different industrial companies in the
field of logistics and transport.
To help him further develop inland waterway
traffics in the region of Lille, Alain Lefebvre can

Self-unloading freight catamaran concept developed by Blue Line
Logistics

Blue Line Logistics is an alternative logistical
platform for palletized goods using inland
waterways. The platform will consist of logistical
hubs combined with small inland waterway
vessels/barges. This efficient and flexible logistical
model will be similar to road haulage. Applying the
road system to IWT is quite innovative as such,
but the main innovation lies in the ships that will
be used. Indeed, specific inland barge will be
developed: Pallet Shuttle Barges (PSB). These
catamarans allow to store goods on a deck, not in
a hold. They offer safe short loading/unloading
process, adapted to specific requirements of
users, and lower operational costs.
Over the last weeks, the financing of the project
has been finalized. A first positive sign came early
this year with the agreement of the Flemish
Region to co-finance the building of the ships up
to 200.000€. The rest of the finances were
arranged in September and the first prototypes
should be operational in January 2014.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
7-8/10/13:
21-22/10/13:
28-30/11/13:

CCP21 Steering Group in Paris
Inland Terminal Conference in
Liège
EFIP
General
Assembly
in
Strasbourg

CONTACTS
For further information on CCP21, please contact
Julien Becloud, CCP21 Project Coordinator:
jbeclard@port.irisnet.be
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